
International Medical Geography Symposium (IMGS) 2024
Contribution ID: 141 Type: Paper

Leveraging Communities of Practice: Insights from
the SDOH & Place Project Community Toolkit

Thursday, July 18, 2024 11:00 AM (20 minutes)

Communities of practice (CoPs) play a vital role in fostering collective learning and innovation for health
equity initiatives. This study delves into the significance of CoPs in addressing the Social Determinants of
Health (SDOH), focusing on the innovative SDOH & Place Project Community Toolkit.

The toolkit aims to empower community and civic organizations in accessing and utilizing SDOH data, partic-
ularly spatial data, to advance health equity. Leveraging techniques like LinkedIn and virtual sessions, CoPs
within the toolkit facilitate continuous communication and interaction among stakeholders, overcoming geo-
graphical constraints.

Through a qualitative approach, this paper synthesizes existing literature on CoPs and integrates insights from
the toolkit’s application. Key CoPs characteristics, including domain, community, and practice, are analyzed
in the context of promoting health equity.

Results from the application of CoPs within the toolkit demonstrate significant outcomes. Collaborative learn-
ing and knowledge sharing have led to innovative practices and enhanced capacity building. Organizations
have effectively accessed and utilized SDOH data, contributing to health equity initiatives. Engaging apps
developed using the toolkit have inspired user activation, fostering greater community engagement.

This paper highlights the collaborative learning processes, knowledge sharing mechanisms, and innovative
practices facilitated by CoPs and the SDOH & Place Project Community Toolkit. Emphasizing the importance
of inclusive, supportive communities, the paper underscores the potential of CoPs and innovative tools like
the SDOH & Place Project Community Toolkit in addressing health disparities and advancing health equity
for all populations.
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